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haviour; he justly considered that the clergy, as persons set
apart for the sacred office of serving at the altar, and im-
pressing the minds of men with the aweful concerns of a
future state, should be somewhat more serious than the gen-
erality of mankind, and have a suitable composure of man-
ners.
Johnson and his friend, Beauclerk, were once together in
company with several clergymen, who thought that they
should appear to advantage, by assuming the lax jollity of
men of the world] which, as it may be observed in similar
cases, they carried to noisy excess. Johnson, who they ex-
pected would be entertained, sat grave and silent for some
time; at last, turning to Beauclerk, he said, by no means in a
whisper, 'This merriment of parsons is mighty offensive/
On Sunday, April i, I dined with him at Mr Thrale's.
Mr Thrale appeared very lethargick to-day. I saw him
again on Monday evening, at which time he was not thought
to be in immediate danger; but early in the morning of Wed-
nesday, the 4th, he expired. Johnson was in the house, and
thus mentions the event: *I felt almost the last flutter of his
pulse, and looked for the last time upon the face that for
fifteen years had never been turned upon me but with respect
and benignity.'
Mr Thrale's death was a very essential loss to Johnson,
who, although he did not foresee all that afterwards hap-
pened, was sufficiently convinced that the comforts which
Mr Thrale's family afforded him, would now in a great
measure cease. He, however, continued to shew a kind at-
tention to his widow and children as long as it was accept-
able ; and he took upon him, with a very earnest concern, the
office of one of his executors, the importance of which seemed
greater than usual to him, from his circumstances having
been always such, that he had scarcely any share in the real
business of life. His friends of THE CLUB were in hopes that
Mr Thrale might have made a liberal provision for him for
his life, which, as Mr Thrale left no son, and a very large
fortune, it would have been highly to his honour to have
done; and, considering Dr Johnson's age, could not have
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